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EU external competences 

From peace project to geo-political player

Beyond trade
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EU relations with third countries and multilateral bodies
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Beyond trade

The EU’s share in world trade (pre-2020)
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Size matters!

© EIPA 2024 7

5

7



17/05/2024

4

The “Brussels effect”
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Exporting norms (and values?) through Free Trade Agreements?
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EU Free Trade Agreements: 
what’s in them?

• Tariffs / Quotas / Rules of Origin

• Non-Tariff Barriers / Technical Barriers to Trade /”Behind the 
Border” Issues / Regulatory issues

• Sanitary and phytosanitary issues

• Intellectual property (geographical denominations)

• Public procurement

• Investment & Investment protection

• Competition

• Commercial instruments

• Energy and raw materials

• Environment & Labor rights
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TBTs, NTMs,                  
‘behind-the border issues’

• Governments rely on Non-Tariff Measures  to achieve 
public policy goals, including the protection of human 
health and the environment

• Regulators and law-makers translate collective 
preferences into binding rules 

• Trade is affected is a normal and legitimate consequence 
of such regulation. 

• But NTMs can be used to shield domestic producers from 
foreign competitors
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• Impact on citizens / consumers 

• undermining democratic processes?

• The “Right to regulate”

• Actual undermining of legitimate social and environmental objectives?

• Race to the bottom?

Regulatory cooperation in EU 
FTAs
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Norm makers and norm takers

Quiz:  In which EU agreement can we find these provisions?

A) TCA

B) EU-Ukraine DCFTA

C) EU-China Comprehensive Agreement on Investment (CAI)
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In which EU agreement can we find 

these provisions?

ⓘ Start presenting to display the poll results on this slide.

Norm makers and norm takers

Quiz:  In which EU agreement can we find these provisions?

A) TCA

B) EU-Ukraine DCFTA

C) EU-China Comprehensive Agreement on Investment (CAI)
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In which EU agreement can we find 

these provisions?

ⓘ Start presenting to display the poll results on this slide.

Norm makers and norm takers 
Case study :  Geographical indications
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Norm makers and norm takers 
Case study :  Geographical indications
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Norm makers and norm takers 
Case study :  Geographical indications
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https://ec.europa.eu/info/food-farming-fisheries/food-safety-and-quality/certification/quality-labels/geographical-indications-register/
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Norm makers and norm takers 
Case study :  Geographical indications
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The Instruments of the Common Commercial Policy

Trade Defence
Trade Defence Instruments

-

Trade Liberalisation
Free Trade Agreements

Anti-dumping
Anti-subsidy
(counterveiling 

measures)

Safeguards

(EU) 2015/478

(EU) 2016/1037(EU) 2016/1036

(EU) 2017/2321

(EU) 2018/825

TCA

Enforcement regulation (EU) 2021/167
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From liberalisation towards enforcement and 
protection?

Adopted Dec 2022

Adopted Nov 2022
Adopted 

June 2022

Adopted 

November 2023
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The ‘BCT factor
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Assessment of four key economic security risks: 

- supply chains
- critical infrastructure
- technology leakage
- coercion
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Compared to the EU, the conclusion of 

bilateral Free Trade Agreements is for the UK...

ⓘ Start presenting to display the poll results on this slide.

What is the biggest advantage the UK has over the EU, 

when it comes to concluding bilateral Free Trade 

Agreements with third countries?

ⓘ Start presenting to display the poll results on this slide.
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and the biggest disadvantage?

ⓘ Start presenting to display the poll results on this slide.

Case study

(Open) strategic autonomy

Interactive exercise: Identifying your interlocutors - who is in 

charge of what in the EU’s system of external action

Outline - afternoon session
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