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EU external competences (interactive exercise)  

 

From peace project to geo-political player

EU relations with third countries and their side effects on the UK

 

4 Beyond trade

Outline – morning session
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CFSP / CSDP

External Action of the EU

• Development   Cooperation

• Economic, Financial and Technical 

Cooperation

•Humanitarian Aid

•Migration 

Common 

Commercial 

Policy

Intergovernmental Exclusive 

competence 

Restricitve 

measures

(Sanctions)

Shared /parallel competences 

International 

Agreements

International 

Agreements

EEAS

The different dimensions of EU External Action
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https://app.mural.co/t/trainingtools0570/m/trainingtools0570/1623251176414/75b12db52e09c0c4371862121c06a8b8afd15154?sender=ua01f3cae9af66d00fbfa8362
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From peace project to geo-political player

EU relations with third countries and their side effects on the UK

 

4 Beyond trade
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From peace project to geo-political player
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Place your title here

„In its relations with the wider world, the Union shall uphold and 

promote its values and interests and contribute to the protection of 

its citizens. It shall contribute to peace, security, the sustainable 

development of the Earth, solidarity and mutual respect among 

peoples, free and fair trade, eradication of poverty and the protection 

of human rights, in particular the rights of the child, as well as to the 

strict observance and the development of international law, including 

respect for the principles of the United Nations Charter.“ 

(TEU Art. 3(5))

The objectives of EU 
External Action

7

The 2003 European Security Strategy
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The EU Global Strategy (June 2016)
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10
Source: EPC, based on World Bank

EU 

Strategic 

Compass

2022
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EU : referee or player?EU : referee or player?
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Principled Pragmatism

‘The EU should remove its rose-tinted glasses and pragmatically look at

 the world as it is, not as it would like to see it.’ 

Nathalie Tocci, 2017

14

15

Dealing with “systemic rivals” 
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Dealing with 
“systemic rivals”  

16

Norm makers and norm takers 

17
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Dealing with “Systemic Rivals” 
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10 packages of EU sanctions against Russia

23

1st package (February 2022): 

Asset freezes, economic sanctions, visa & travel 

measures, restrictions on media

1st package (February 2022): 

Asset freezes, economic sanctions, visa & travel 

measures, restrictions on media

Council Regulation (EU) 2022/259

Council Implementing Regulation (EU) 2022/260

Council Implementing Regulation (EU) 2022/261

Council Regulation (EU) 2022/262

Council Regulation (EU) 2022/263

2nd package (February 2022): 

Freezing assets of individuals, economic 

sanctions targeting specific fields, visa policy

2nd package (February 2022): 

Freezing assets of individuals, economic 

sanctions targeting specific fields, visa policy

Council Regulation (EU) 2023/426

Council Regulation (EU) 2023/427

Council Implementing Regulation (EU) 2023/429

3rd package (March 2022): 

Sanctions to aviation & finance, ban on RDIF, 

Sputnik & RT, SWIFT

3rd package (March 2022): 

Sanctions to aviation & finance, ban on RDIF, 

Sputnik & RT, SWIFT

Council Regulation (EU) 2022/334

Council Regulation (EU) 2022/345

Council Regulation (EU) 2022/350

4th package (March 2022): 

15 additional individuals and 9 entities, trade 

restrictions for iron, steel and luxury goods

4th package (March 2022): 

15 additional individuals and 9 entities, trade 

restrictions for iron, steel and luxury goods

Council Implementing Regulation (EU) 2022/427

Council Regulation (EU) 2022/428

5th package (April 2022): 

Ban on imports of coal, accessing EU ports, 

road transport, deposits of crypto-wallets, ban on 

4 key Russian banks

5th package (April 2022): 

Ban on imports of coal, accessing EU ports, 

road transport, deposits of crypto-wallets, ban on 

4 key Russian banks

Council Regulation (EU) 2022/576

Council Regulation (EU) 2022/580

Council Implementing Regulation (EU) 2022/581

6th package (June 2022): 

Ban on imports of coal, accessing EU ports, road 

transport, deposits of crypto-wallets, ban on 4 key 

Russian banks

6th package (June 2022): 

Ban on imports of coal, accessing EU ports, road 

transport, deposits of crypto-wallets, ban on 4 key 

Russian banks

*Council Implementing Regulation (EU) 2022/876

*Council Regulation (EU) 2022/877

Council Implementing Regulation (EU) 2022/878

Council Regulation (EU) 2022/879

Council Regulation (EU) 2022/880

7th package (July 2022): 

“maintenance and alignment” package

7th package (July 2022): 

“maintenance and alignment” package

Council Regulation (EU) 2022/1269

Council Implementing Regulation (EU) 2022/1270

8th package (October 2022): 

Price cap of oil’s transport, 30 individuals and 7 

entities, restrictions on trade, services and items 

8th package (October 2022): 

Price cap of oil’s transport, 30 individuals and 7 

entities, restrictions on trade, services and items 

Council Regulation (EU) 2022/1903

Council Regulation (EU) 2022/1904

Council Regulation (EU) 2022/1905

Council Implementing Regulation (EU) 2022/1906

9th package (December 2022): 

Bans on exports, transactions and investments

9th package (December 2022): 

Bans on exports, transactions and investments

Council Regulation (EU) 2022/2474

Council Regulation (EU) 2022/2475

Council Implementing Regulation (EU) 2022/2476

10th package (February 2023)

87 individuals and 34 entities, bans on imports 

and exports, new asset freeze prohibitions 

10th package (February 2023)

87 individuals and 34 entities, bans on imports 

and exports, new asset freeze prohibitions 

Council Regulation (EU) 2023/426

Council Regulation (EU) 2023/427

Council Implementing Regulation (EU) 2023/429

11th package (to be adopted in 2023) 

*sanctions only targeted Belarus
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What does the future hold? 

25
And how does it affect EU-UK relations?
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Over the next decade, what would you consider the 

biggest foreign policy challenge to the UK? (please rank 

- highest above)

ⓘ Start presenting to display the poll results on this slide.

In which part of the world do you see the biggest 

opportunities for a joint approach between the UK and 

the EU?  (please rank - biggest opportunities above)

ⓘ Start presenting to display the poll results on this slide.
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EU external competences (interactive exercise)   

From peace project to geo-political player

EU relations with third countries and their side effects on the UK

 

4 Beyond trade

28

TCA & Windsor Agreement 

European 
Neighbourhood Policy

Candidate Countries / 
Potential candidates

EEA/EFTA 

EU

The Neighbours

29
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EU – China relations

• Relations EEC - PRC established in 1975

• 1985 Trade and Cooperation Agreement

• Trade volume multiplied by 10 since 1989                           

(EUR 180bn in 2020), both sides now each others biggest trading partners

• After global financial crisis : changing attitudes in Beijing towards market liberalisation

• 2019: “negotiation partner, economic competitor systemic rival”

• 2020: Bilateral Investment Agreement (CAI) (ratification frozen by EP)

➢ China major policy driver behind EU trade policy/external action 
(“strategic autonomy”)

30

EU – Russia relations

• No formal relations EEC-USSR

• 1994: Partnership and Cooperation Agreement

• 2004: EU “Eastern” Enlargement / Russia rejects invitation to ENP

• 2007: Russia turning its back on EU, West

• 2008: Military intervention in Georgia

• 2014: Russian aggression of Ukraine I : End of European Security Order

• 2022: Russian aggression of Ukraine II:  End of illusions

31
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EU – US relations

• Relationship based much on historic ties

• Post WWII: US support for European security and 
reconstruction (Marshall Plan), pushing Europeans 
towards integration

• EU off US strategic radar after 1991 

• Biggest trading partner (until 2020)

• Two failed attempts to conclude FTAs (TAFTA and TTIP)

• New impetus under Biden (TCC), but dividing issues 
persist (and are even growing…)

• Revival of transatlantic security alliance after Russian 
aggression 

33
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EU – Turkey relations

• Association agreement with EEC (1963)

• Customs Union 1995  (EU FTA impact!)

• Application to join the EEC 1987

• Candidate Country 1999

• Start of accession negotiations 2005

• EU Turkey deal 2016 – “principled pragmatism”

• Standstill of relations after July 2016 putsch attempt

• Migration, NATO key issues

34

The EU in a multilateral 
context

• UN: EU not a “peace loving nation”; enhanced observer 
status at GA with enhanced participation rights

• Different membership status in UN agencies (full member 
of FAO; simple observer at  ECOSOC)

35
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Source: EPRS

36

The EU in a multilateral 
context

• UN: EU not a “peace loving nation”; enhanced observer status at GA 
with enhanced participation rights

• Different membership status in UN agencies (full member of FAO; 
simple observer at  ECOSOC and specialized agencies)

• Full member of WTO; speaks on behalf of MS

• Simple observer at WHO (competences…)

• World Bank/IMF: no formal status, but financial framework partnership 
agreements 

• Key challenge: coordination of MS positions

37
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EU external competences (interactive exercise)   

From peace project to geo-political player

EU relations with third countries and their side effects on the UK

 

4 Beyond trade

38

Beyond trade
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The EU’s share in world trade (pre-2020)

40

The EU’s share in world trade

41
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Size matters!

42

The “Brussels effect”

43
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Exporting norms (and values?) through Free Trade 
Agreements?

44

EU Free Trade Agreements: 
what’s in them?

• Tariffs / Quotas / Rules of Origin

• Non-Tariff Barriers / Technical Barriers to Trade /”Behind the 
Border” Issues / Regulatory issues

• Sanitary and phytosanitary issues

• Intellectual property (geographical denominations)

• Public procurement

• Investment & Investment protection

• Competition

• Commercial instruments

• Energy and raw materials

• Environment & Labor rights
45
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TBTs, NTMs, “behind-
the border issues”

• Governments rely on Non-Tariff Measures  to achieve 
public policy goals, including the protection of human 
health and the environment

• Regulators and law-makers translate collective 
preferences into binding rules 

• Trade is affected is a normal and legitimate consequence 
of such regulation. 

• But NTMs can be used to shield domestic producers from 
foreign competitors

46

• Impact on citizens / consumers 

• undermining democratic processes?

• The “Right to regulate”

• Actual undermining of legitimate social and environmental objectives?

• Race to the bottom?

Regulatory cooperation 
in EU FTAs

47
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Norm makers and norm takers

Quiz:  In which EU agreement can we find these provisions?

A) TCA

B) EU-Ukraine DCFTA

C) EU-China Comprehensive Agreement on Investment (CAI)

48

Norm makers and norm takers

Quiz:  In which EU agreement can we find these provisions?

A) TCA

B) EU-Ukraine DCFTA

C) EU-China Comprehensive Agreement on Investment (CAI)

49
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Norm makers and norm takers

Quiz:  In which EU agreement can we find these provisions?

A) TCA

B) EU-Ukraine DCFTA

C) EU-China Comprehensive Agreement on Investment (CAI)

50

Norm makers and norm takers 
Case study :  Geographical indications

51
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Norm makers and norm takers 
Case study :  Geographical 
indications

52

Norm makers and norm takers 
Case study :  Geographical 
indications

53

https://ec.europa.eu/info/food-farming-fisheries/food-safety-and-quality/certification/quality-labels/geographical-indications-register/
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Norm makers and norm takers 
Case study :  Geographical indications

54

55
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The Instruments of the Common Commercial Policy

Trade Defence
Trade Defence Instruments

-  

Trade Liberalisation
Free Trade Agreements

Anti-dumping
Anti-subsidy
(counterveiling 

measures)

Safeguards

(EU) 2015/478

(EU) 2016/1037(EU) 2016/1036

(EU) 2017/2321

(EU) 2018/825

TCA

Other trade enforcement tools:
Enforcement regulation (EU) 2021/167

FDI screening regulation (EU) 2019/452
Anti-coercion instrument (under preparation)

56

From liberalisation towards enforcement and 
protection

57
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Compared to the EU, the conclusion of 

bilateral Free Trade Agreements is for the UK...

ⓘ Start presenting to display the poll results on this slide.

What is the biggest advantage the UK has over the EU, 

when it comes to concluding bilateral Free Trade 

Agreements with third countries?

ⓘ Start presenting to display the poll results on this slide.
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and the biggest disadvantage?

ⓘ Start presenting to display the poll results on this slide.
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