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Day 3

09.30-09.40 Introductory overview

09.40-10.40 From peace project to geo-political player

10.40-10.50 Break

10.50-11.50 Beyond trade

11.50-12.00 Break

12.00-13.00 EU relations with its partners (and their impacts on the UK)

13.00-14.00 Lunch

14.00-15.15 Interactive exercise

15.15-15.25 Break

15.25-16.10 Towards (open) strategic autonomy?

16.10-17.00 Concluding session
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CFSP / CSDP

External Action of the EU

• Development Cooperation

• Economic, Financial and Technical

Cooperation

•Humanitarian Aid

•Migration 
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How many EU policies are hidden here? 

© CREATIVE COMMONS  BY-ND 2.0 DEED

Please scan this QR code with 

your phone and answer the 

question

Alternatively, you can go to 

slido.com and enter the code 

EIPA
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EU external competences 

From peace project to geopolitical player

4 Beyond trade
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EU relations with third countries and multilateral bodies
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The Schuman Plan
1950

The European Coal and Steel 
Community (ECSC)
1952

EU: from peace project to geopolitical player

EU: from peace project to geopolitical player
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Place your title here
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‘In its relations with the wider world, the Union shall uphold and promote 

its values and interests and contribute to the protection of its citizens. It shall 

contribute to peace, security, the sustainable development of the Earth, solidarity 

and mutual respect among peoples, free and fair trade, eradication of poverty 

and the protection of human rights, in particular the rights of the child, as well as 

to the strict observance and the development of international law, including 

respect for the principles of the United Nations Charter.’

(TEU Art. 3(5))

The objectives of EU 
External Action

The message?
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The 2003 European Security Strategy
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The EU Global Strategy (June 2016)
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Source: EPC, based on World Bank

EU 

Strategic 

Compass

2022
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China‘s Rise to Economic Superpower

16

Based on IMF World Economic Outlook datamapper (April 2025 WEO)
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Dealing with ‘systemic rivals’ 
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Dealing with ‘systemic rivals’
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Case study: international policy making and the EU 

19

18

19



16/09/2025

10

EU : referee or player?EU : referee or player?
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“Principled pragmatism”

21

‘The EU should remove its rose-tinted glasses

and pragmatically look at the world as it is, not

as it would like to see it.’

Nathalie Tocci, 2017
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The EU’s external action dictionary 
(post-2016) 

22

Principled Pragmatism - removing our rose-tinted glasses 

Strategic Autonomy - reducing our reliance on others 

Geopolitical Commission - referee becoming player

Global Gateway - not leaving the Global South to China

Team Europe - increasing our visibility and impact

NDICI – Global Europe - getting the money where we need it

Integrated approach - playing three-dimensional chess

Defence Union - hedging our bets

22
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