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Working with Europe and the EU 

– A New Context 

Practitioner Training for UK Civil Servants

organised by the European Institute of Public Administration 

(EIPA), Maastricht on behalf of 

the Foreign, Commonwealth and Development Office (FCDO)

10 -12 March 2025

How can non-

EU countries 

contribute to 

EU decision-

making? 

Perspectives

Including recorded contributions by 

Jarrett RECKSEIDLER, 

Senior Political Affairs Officer, 

Mission of Canada to the EU

Carsten HORN-HANSSEN, 

Counsellor for Transport and Communications, 

Mission of Norway to the EU
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INTERMEDIARY ACTORS

POLICY ENVIRONMENT

DECISION-MAKERS
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Day 1 - 4. How can non-EU 
countries contribute to EU 
decision-making? 

• Knowing the system

• Whom to approach 

• When to approach 

• Setting clear priorities 

• Define national interest 

• Prioritisation is key 
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• Working together 

• Interact with national capitals 

• Connect with other third countries 

• Engage with civil society 

• Building relationships
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Day 1 - 4. How can non-EU 
countries contribute to EU decision-
making? 

Early involvement with 
the Commission
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• Be aware of the relevant files 

• Know who the Commission 
policy officer is 

• Feed into public consultation 
and the policy environment 

Early 

involvement 
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https://ec.europa.eu/transparency/expert-groups-

register/screen/home?lang=en

• the preparation of legislative proposals and policy initiatives; 

• the preparation of delegated acts; 

• the implementation of EU legislation, programmes and policies, including 

coordination and cooperation with EU Member States and stakeholders in that 

regard; 

• where necessary, the early preparation of implementing acts, before 

submission to the [comitology] committee.
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Commission initiatives: call 
for evidence/consultation
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Data 

collection 

and 

analysis

RSB AdoptionISCDrafting IA 

Report 

Call for 

evidence
DeP

validation

Interservice group

Stakeholder consultation

(including 12 weeks 

internet-based public 

consultation)
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https://ec.europa.eu/transparency/expert-groups-register/screen/home?lang=en
https://ec.europa.eu/transparency/expert-groups-register/screen/home?lang=en
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https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives_en
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https://vimeo.com/706517932/9bc4ace19c
Carsten on OPCs
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https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives_en
https://vimeo.com/706517932/9bc4ace19c
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Jarrett – consultations 12
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Contact with Council and Member States
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https://vimeo.com/709489455/f63c8431d8
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Contact with Council and Member States
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• Know positions of members of 
relevant Working Parties

• Connect with like-minded MS 

• Know the Council Secretariat 

• Identify common interest with 
Presidency

• Work with capitals
Contact with 

individual MS 
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European Parliament 
Jarrett – EP
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https://vimeo.com/709489390/a4e40cd21f
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• Follow relevant committees 

• Cultivate relationships early 

• Know staffers at the 
Parliament

European Parliament 

18

Dialogue 

with EP

How can I find out which internal actors are involved?

20© EIPA 2024

EP Committees, (Shadow) Rapporteurs

- Legislative Observatory https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/home/home.do

Council Working Party 

- which one = Register (text search)

- overview of preparatory bodies

https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/documents-publications/public-register/

Eur-Lex Lawmaking Procedures https://eur-lex.europa.eu/homepage.html?locale=en

Commission DG(s)/Expert Group

(search by DG)
https://ec.europa.eu/transparency/expert-groups-register/screen/home?lang=en

https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/council-eu/preparatory-bodies/
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https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/home/home.do
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/documents-publications/public-register/
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/homepage.html?locale=en
https://ec.europa.eu/transparency/expert-groups-register/screen/home?lang=en
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/council-eu/preparatory-bodies/
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Take aways Day 1: What have I learnt? 
What is particuarly important?

• Basics for our work

• Principles of engagement

• Specifics of the EU

23

Take aways Day 1: What have I learnt? 
What is particuarly important?

• Basics for our work

know regulatory context, your objectives, institutional and stakeholder 
environment

• Principles of engagement

early, detailed, multilevel, multiactor approach based on the power of the 
argument

• Specifics of the EU

EU competence framework and EU external influence potential, relationship 
between the EP, the Council and the Commission conscious of the best timing for 
each, broader understanding of stakeholders and rules of access, developing a 
trust-based relationship
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