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Eurojust

Eurojust’s set-up

• Council Decision 2002/187/JHA sets up Eurojust
• Reinforce fights against serious and organized crime in the European Union

• Facilitate coordination and cooperation between national investigative and 
prosecutorial authorities

• Assist investigations involving third countries

• Cases affecting more than one Member State

• Reinforces mutual trust

• Bridge between Member States’ legal systems

• Council Decision 2009/426/JHA of 16 December 2008 strengthens 
Eurojust
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Why does it 
matter?

Art 85 (ex Art 31 
TEU)

(1) Eurojust's mission shall be to support and strengthen coordination and 
cooperation between national investigating and prosecuting authorities in 
relation to serious crime affecting two or more Member States or requiring a 
prosecution on common bases, on the basis of operations conducted and 
information supplied by the Member States' authorities and by Europol.
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Art 85 (ex Art 31 
TEU)

EUROJUST

Initiate 
criminal 

investigations

Propose the 
initiation of 

prosecutions

Coordinate 
investigations 

and 
prosecutions

Strengthening
judicial 

cooperation

Eurojust structure: Regulation 
(EU) 2018/1727 

National 
members

• 1 x MS, + Deputy, 5 years

• Facilitate mutual legal assistance or 
mutual recognition; access to national 
registers

• President and VPs

College
• Composed by national Members + 1 

Commission rep

Executive 
Board

• President, VPs, Commission rep, 2

• College members

• Administrative decisions

• Review Eurojust programming, strategy 
follow-ups, budget

Administrative 
Director

• Administrative management

Based in: 

The 

Hague
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Organisational structure 
of Eurojust

Tasks of Eurojust acting 
through its national 
members (1)

May ask the competent authorities of the Member States concerned to:

1. undertake an investigation or prosecution of specific acts

2. accept that one of them may be in a better position to undertake an
investigation or to prosecute specific acts;

3. coordinate between the competent authorities of the Member States 
concerned;

4. set up a joint investigation team in keeping with the relevant cooperation
instruments;

5. provide it with any information that is necessary for it to carry out its tasks;

6. take special investigative measures;

7. take any other measure justified for the investigation or prosecution;
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Tasks of Eurojust acting 
through its national 
members (2)

Eurojust shall also:

1. ensure that the competent authorities of the Member States concerned 
inform each other on investigations and prosecutions of which it has been 
informed;

2. assist the competent authorities of the Member States, at their request, in 
ensuring the best possible coordination of investigations and prosecutions;

3. give assistance in order to improve cooperation between the competent 
national authorities;

4. cooperate and consult with the European Judicial Network, including making 
use of and contributing to the improvement of its documentary database;

5. in the cases referred to in Article 3(2) and (3) and with the agreement of the
College, assist investigations and prosecutions concerning the competent 
authorities of only one Member State;
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27 National Members

Operational Meetings / JITs

Coordination meetings
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Eurojust National 
Coordination 
System 
• Coordinate the work carried out by the key national players responsible for 

judicial cooperation

• the national correspondents for Eurojust and for the EJN

• representatives of other relevant networks

• JIT

• Genocide Networks

• the ENCS supports the exchange of information between Eurojust and the 
Member States by ensuring that Eurojust’s CMS receives information in an 
efficient and reliable manner

• Facilitates the allocation of cases between Eurojust and the EJN;

• Maintains a close relationship with the Europol National Units

Case Management 
System

• Member States shall transmit certain information to Eurojust relevant for 
fulfilling its mission

• the Case Management System (CMS) is the software tool of Eurojust that 
facilitates secure storage and processing of case related data

• the lawfulness of the processing of personal data in conformity with data 
protection guidelines is guaranteed by the Eurojust Data Protection Officer 
and the JSB

• information exchange and the CMS

• the ‘smart’ Article 13 form Tool Connections between ENCS and CMS
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Information 
exchange and data 
protection

• General obligation for Member States to exchange 
with Eurojust “any information necessary for the 
performance of its tasks

• The obligation to transmit information applies from 
04 June 2011 and specifically includes information 
about: 

• Joint Investigation Teams

• Cross border cases of particular gravity

• Cases involving (potential) conflicts of 
jurisdiction, controlled deliveries, repeated 
problems in judicial cooperation

• o facilitate a structured transmission of 
information, Eurojust has prepared a form for 
competent national authorities ‘Smart Art 13 form’

• Revised Eurojust Decision • Rules of Procedure of Eurojust

• Operational data 
processing

• Case management 
system

• Access policies

• Data transfer to third 
countries and international 
organizations

Added value / 
powers

• Facilitating execution of international MLA​

• Assistance in the resolution of conflict of jurisdiction​

• Advising on competing EAW​

• Organisation of coordination meetings (JITs)​

• Possibility to ask the competent authorities:​

• To investigate or prosecute specific acts​

• Accept that one of them may be in a better position to ​

• undertake an investigation/prosecution​

• To coordinate with one another​

• To set up a JIT​

• To provide EJ with necessary information
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Dr. Catherine Warin

Lecturer

EIPA Luxembourg

Email: c.warin@eipa.eu
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mailto:c.warin@eipa.eu
https://www.facebook.com/eipa.eu/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/european-institute-of-public-administration/
https://twitter.com/eu_eipa
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC_hqjC5hYVVkAZc1RS7OlLg
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